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SANITARY ENTOMBMENT.

THE IDEAL DISPOSITION OF THE DEAD.*

By Rev. CHARLES R. TREAT, of New York.

IT is a strange thing that the time should have come to attack
the churchyard in its use for the burial of the dead ; but it is really
far more strange that the churchyard should have come to be one
of man’s most deadly foes. This, however, every thoughtful man
will now have to admit to be true, and this will make easy what
otherwise would have been impossible for a tender or reverent
mind.

As a general statement, it will suffice to quote the words with*
which Lord Beaconsfield denounced the churchyard, in the House
of Lords, in 1880: “ What is called ¢ God’s Acre’ is not adapted
to the times in which we live or to the spirit of the age. The
graveyard is an institution prejudicial to the public health ; and
the health of the people ought to be one of the considerations of
a statesman. The time has arrived when a safer disposition of the
dead should be instituted.”

In view of such a statement, and of many more that come
readily to mind that have been made in stronger terms, and most
of all in view of the fact that the agitation against the churchyard
has been maintained for more than a hundred years, it is amazing
that this use should die so hard; and, as we survey the past, it
will amaze us more, to be compelled to confess, that the church-

* Address elaborately illustrated by stereopticon, before the American Public
Health Association, at Brooklyn, N. Y., October 23d, 1880.
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4 Sanitary Entombment.

yard has been made man’s foe by civilized and Christian men !

The story of this use of consecrated
although familiar, it may well be to]

In the early Christian centuries, as
among men of all religious belj

both instinctive and founded op experience, prevailed, that the
dead should not be brought

into Proximity with the living.
Accordingly the practice definitely demanded by the “ Twelve
Tables ” became universal, not to bury within a « city " or any
group of human habitations, The first step in the wrong direc-
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Christopher Wren entreated the citizens of London, in rebuilding
the city after the great fire of 1666, to put an end to the pernicious
practice of burying within their churches and about them, and
even within the limits of their city. Byt these appeals, and many
more that were more urgent and more recent, were vain, and it was
not until nearly the middle of oyr proud century that England
would listen to the reformer of thjs crying evil,

In this country, partly because there were few places of large

most incredulous
Dr. Ackerly, writing in

on of the burial-ground connected
: sk ; 5
with Trinity Church, New York, forty years before: « During the

Revolutionary War this ground emitteq pestilential vapors, the
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number of living witnesses,” In the same year th
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deposited and subject to be opened at all seasons, this method of
disposing of the remains of our friends is
ant and certainly a dangerous one.”
expected, that the Board of Health
protest against the continuance of the
did in 1806: “Interment of dead bodie
be prohibited. A vast mass of decaying animal matter, produced
by the superstition of interring dead bodies near the churches,
and which has been accumulating for long time, is now deposited
in many of the most populous parts of the city. It is impossible
that such a quantity of anima] remains, even if placed at the
greatest depth of interment commonly practised, should continue:
to be inoffensive or safe!”
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perience of Brooklyn, half.
editor of THE SANITARIAN
phoid-fever is, taking one ye

girdled with graves, of which the
does not hesitate to assert: “Ty-
ar with another, increasingly preva-
lent in Brooklyn, and it is, in our judgment, probably due for the

most. part to sewage-pollution of the intensest and most loathsome
kind—the seepage of graveyards |’

Thus far this subject hag

been treated as though the only evil in-
fluence that a decomposing
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poisonous character of the

resultant compounds, Unhappily, the
story is only partly told, ap

PR H, d greater dangers remain to be revealed.
Within a few years it hag become unquestioned that some of

the deadliest diseases that attack mankind owe their origin and

propagation to living organ; Mmay yet appear that the
field of their operation i far 0 we now think. Not to

attempt to tell all that hag been ascertained, it wi] be sufficiently
convincing to quote from Sjr Henry Thompson’s utterance in the
Nineteently Century, in 1880: «7J state, as a fact of the highest
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To thls.question not many answers can be given, bec t
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Bernard, the dead, lifted too late fro
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resemblance to the provisions of a cemetery would go no farther.
For here, there could be no burning sun, no chilling cold, no in-
clement storm; for the living, as they should pay the last sad
honor to the dead, or in any subsequent tribute of affection, there
could be no exposure, and for the dead, there would be only the
counstant semblance of the comfort, the quiet, and the seclusion
of the best-ordered home. Thus, in providing the utmost
that exacting affection and sanitary science can require, and in
taxing to the utmost the resources of art, in architecture, in
sculpture, and in the use of subdued and according hues and
forms for appropriate decoration, these Campo-Santos,” or
“ Mausoleums,” or “ Mansions of the Dead,” will seem to have
realized the ideal disposition of the morta] remains of those who
depart this life.

In conclusion, it is evident that the present modes of disposing
of the dead are unscientific, unwholesome, repulsive, and, in a
word, unworthy of this enlightened age.

On the other hand, it is apparent that the New Mausoleun
method of disposing of the dead affords relict from all these obnox-
tous features, inasmuch as it Drovides for the perpetual care of the
dmd; Protects from premature interment ; protects the dead frowe
theft; protects the living from exposure, while paying the last duty
2o the dead ; meets the demand of the most reverent and tender sen-
Ziment ; neets the urgent sanitary demand that the dead shall not
ma’a@g‘er the living ; meets the medico-legal demand that the evidence
of erime shall not be destroyed ; and costs less, in view of its mani-
Jold aa’zzmz‘z‘ages.
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